
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                       April 2, 2017 
  
FIFTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 250 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I am not the person I have always thought 
myself to be.  In addition, I am no longer able to be the person 
I have always tried to be for other people.  I find myself 
enervated by discoveries about myself which have come to 
me, and as a consequence I no longer have the heart for the 
effort to be for others as I have been.  I feel guilty about these 
things, but the guilt is not sufficient to make me believe in 
myself as I always have, or to be for others as I used to be.  It is 
as though something in me has died.  In part, I believe I am in 
this condition because of some failure of mine, although I do 
not know what the failure is.  However, I also think I am in this 
condition because of your faithfulness.  You are the one who 
orchestrates the transformation of my understandings of who I 
am and what my life is for.  You withdraw my heart from 
concepts that are no longer adequate, and from that death 
bring other, more adequate, concepts to life.  I find myself to 
be immersed in the dying, and not yet participating in the 
resurrecting. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 11:1-45 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 354 [verses 1-3] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 404 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch  
MONDAY       1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for April 9, 2017 
Palms: Matthew 21:1-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29. 

Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; 
Matthew 26:14—27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54 

 
F.Y.I. 
 There will be a Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service on 
Thursday, April 13th, in the sanctuary, at 7 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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LENT 
Think of God as being in the disclosure business: God is 
constantly disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling, 
divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we are 
expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, and 
who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. This begins by thoughts and feelings, ones we 
consider inappropriate to who we are, intruding into our 
awareness and remaining there, in spite of our best efforts 
to rid ourselves of them, until we accept that they are part 
of us and realize that we are acceptable to God with them.  
We live with these intruders for a while, until we realize 
that they are just the tip of an iceberg, the top of a part of 
us we do not know very well or at all, and grasp that God 
intends to introduce us to what more there is. There now 
begins a time when we take on the activity of being 
receptive to the unveiling and divulging God will 
orchestrate for us. This time of our being receptive is 
known as LENT. The word itself means “spring,” from a 
root meaning “long-days, or lengthening of the day.” We 
are in a time in life where we have learned that we have 
long lived in the darkness about some part of our 
personality, and now that part of us will be further 
revealed by the light that slowly encroaches on our 
awareness. 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


FIFTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT [John 11:1-45] 
God is constantly disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling, 

divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we are expands, 
we become more transparent to ourselves, and who we are 
inwardly and outwardly becomes more congruent. One of the 
things we learn on this journey with God into our own interior is 
that the way we often relate to ourselves and others can be 
characterized by the word “toxic.” The definition of toxic is 
“poisonous,” with synonyms being: virulent, noxious, deadly, 
dangerous, harmful, injurious, and pernicious. Most of us will not 
identify with the word “toxic” because we hear it as a judgment. In 
the Urban Dictionary, “toxic” describes “…a person who is tainted 
by a subconscious malevolence or psychosis that effects the lives 
of those who come into contact with them.” It is easier for me to 
hear this definition as a description and not a judgment, since the 
definition points out that what is involved in being toxic are 
elements of our personality that are not conscious, which means 
that our toxicity is mostly not intentional, but still is present and 
operating. God’s disclosing of who we are has the effect of making 
conscious the unconscious components of our personality, so that 
we can relate to ourselves and others in ways that are less toxic, 
ways that do greater justice to us and to anyone with whom we 
interact. 

We are going to internalize this text, which means that what it 
describes is happening within us. The name Lazarus is of Hebrew 
origin and means “God helper.” Its root is “strength/mighty” plus 
“to surround, i.e. protect or aid.” We know that Lazarus was the 
brother of Martha and Mary. The name Martha means “mistress,” 
which refers to “a woman in a position of authority or control,” as 
someone in charge of a household. Mary is a name which means 
“rebelliously,” from a root “bitterness.” Let’s suppose that Lazarus, 
Martha and Mary are all components of our personality, and that 
we live in the tension between the controlling of our Martha, and 
the rebellious bitterness of our Mary. Lazarus would be the part of 
us that would use strength to try to hold all that together, would 
surround or contain the conflict inside us and protect us by aiding 
us in living a life that is as productive as it can be, given the tension 

at our core. I can imagine that we might look upon this component 
of our personality as “God’s helper.” 

I suggest that a modern concept to refer to what Lazarus 
represents is the term “persona,” which is defined as “an aspect of 
our character that is presented to or perceived by others; a social 
façade or front that reflects the role in life we are playing.” Our 
persona/Lazarus is the role we play which compensates for the 
unconscious conflict between our Martha and Mary. He is the face 
we project to ourselves and others which helps us be viable in the 
world in which we live. As we are taken on the journey into our own 
interior, there is disclosed to us various components of our 
personality of which we are not conscious, like the conflict between 
our Martha and our Mary, and Lazarus, our persona, becomes “ill,” 
a word meaning “to be feeble, frail,” from a root “strengthless,” and 
then he/it dies [dead is always literal and figurative in Greek, and 
the figurative meaning of dead is “no longer in use or operation.”] 
On this journey of having what is unconscious disclosed to us, the 
part of us that works to hold us together becomes weak and stops 
functioning in the way it did before. 
 How does our persona/Lazarus die? The value of our persona is 
that it masks to our awareness components to our personality that 
are considered troublesome or are actually troublesome. Our 
persona is what is seen by us and others, and therefore the less than 
desirable elements in our personality remain hidden, and we 
appear to ourselves and others to be less conflicted and more 
harmonious than is actually true. The thing to notice is, our persona 
functions as a way to keep certain things about us hidden. Again, 
our persona is a function of the need to hide something. So in 
reality, our persona/Lazarus is entombed by something in the past 
that has to be hidden. As the memory of whatever needs to be 
hidden is brought to the surface of our awareness, we see through 
the persona that Lazarus is, and as a result he/it can no longer 
function for us; that is, he becomes ill and dies. He dies to us in the 
sense that we see through him, so that he cannot function in the 
way he used to. The disclosing God does makes us aware of what 
our persona is designed to keep hidden, so our persona stops being 
believable and therefore stops working. 



How does our persona/Lazarus rise again? In the text, Jesus goes 
to the tomb in which Lazarus is buried. The word translated as 
“tomb” is a word meaning “a remembrance,” from a root 
“memory,” from a root “to remind, call to mind.” Jesus tells Lazarus 
to “come out,” a word meaning “here;” in other words he calls the 
memory of whatever entombs Lazarus into the present. The text 
then says: “The dead man [Lazarus] came out” (“came out” is the 
word “to issue,” from a root “origin [the place from which motion 
or action proceeds] plus “to come or go.”) The memory comes out 
from the place in us from which it originated; whatever event or 
events in our personal history that produced the component of our 
personality that has to be hidden becomes available. Jesus then 
says: ‘Unbind him and let him go.” The word “unbind” is actually 
“loosen,” and indicates “a reduction to the constituent particles.” 
In other words, we are asked to participate in the “unpacking” of 
this component of our personality in order to better understand 
where it comes from and why it is the way it is. “Let him go” is a 
verb “to lead (oneself) under;” in other words, we are asked to let 
go of our persona and to allow ourselves to be taken deeper inside 
as this unpacking proceeds. In this way, our persona “rises” or 
“resurrects,” words which refer to standing up again. Our persona 
will form again, and will be more expansive than it was before, and 
it will continue to make a contribution to our life. It will turn out 
that this new persona will also be about the hiding of some 
components of our personality, and these will be what emerge in 
our awareness as God continues to disclose us to ourselves. 

In verses 25-26 Jesus says: “I am [“I am” is the Old Testament 
phrase that refers to God, so the reference is “God is”] the 
resurrection [a standing up again] and the life. Those who believe 
in me [who are persuaded and convinced about the work God 
does], even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me [this work God is and does] will never die.” Trusting 
the work of God to divulge us to ourselves will allow us to live in 
and through the deconstruction and reconstruction that is 
involved. Our persona will stop working in the way it worked 
before, and then it will “stand up again” and work differently. 

 What is described here is something we have all experienced. As 
more of who we are is disclosed to us by God, we find we cannot 
see ourselves as we used to, and therefore we cannot hold 
ourselves together and present to others as we did before. It is as if 
we are disabled. And then as what we have seen is integrated, we 
find that we recover and find another way to see ourselves, and to 
present to others, a way which is more adequate to us. And then 
other things come to mind, other memories are disclosed, which 
again disable our way of being present to ourselves and to others. 
Our persona is constantly being modified in response to the 
revealing which is orchestrated by God. In the process, we find that 
the way we relate to ourselves and others becomes less toxic 
because it is not so driven by what is in our unconscious. 

This kind of internal work is perhaps best described by the word 
“labor,” the idea being that it involves work, and the experiences 
that go with it are not particularly or often exalted nor marked by 
enthusiasm and exuberance. Labor can also reference the birth 
process where something inside us drives the work and we are 
asked to assist by cooperating with what the birth requires. This 
journey is not something we control, and its timing is not always 
convenient. 

 [Jim Robie, 3-30-17, Cycle A., John 11:1-45] 

 
 


